
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Dear Families 

As we move into the autumn season we bear witness to some of God’s very tangible handiwork with the transfor-

ma�on of trees turning into glorious shades of colour. We are reminded of His goodness and His abundant blessings in 

our lives. In this season of Thanksgiving, I wish to extend to all of you a hear%elt thank you for entrus�ng your most 

precious gi's, your children to us. Their smiles, their laughter, their joy and their bright minds full of wonder and 

learning are among the greatest blessings we know. I am also extremely grateful for the wonderful staff here at St 

Basil. They are providing a safe, secure and loving environment, rooted in our Faith for your children, not to men�on a 

top quality educa�on. Please take some �me this season to pause, give thanks and enjoy the awe and wonder of your 

family, your friends and the world around us. 

God Bless, Lisa Kuyper 
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OCTOBER 2015 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Student Absenteeism 
Parents are asked to no�fy the school by 8:45 a.m. if their child is going to be away or late for any 

reason. If not no�fied, the school will a=empt to contact you if your child is not at school. You may 

also leave a message on our voice mail (ext. 200) at any �me of the day. It’s available 24/7. 

Communication is Key 
Working together is the key to success for our students. To that end, we would like to make an effort 

to make sure that all communica�on is �mely and relevant. In order to accomplish this we will be up-

da�ng our school website and calendar on a regular basis. All newsle=ers and dates of important 

events will be posted and updated. Each month you will receive a reminder in your child’s agenda 

that the monthly newsle=er and calendar have been uploaded. This is also where you can access School Cash Online 

which is the preferred method of payment for everything from hot lunches to school trips. Addi�onally, it will be 

linked to our twi=er feed where we will be pos�ng pictures and informa�on from classroom and school events and 

also keep you up to date with valuable informa�on. Stay informed and receive all the informa�on you need by visi�ng 

www.stbasilbran%ord.ca and by following us on twi=er @stbasilbulldogs. Sign up for no�fica�ons to have the infor-

ma�on come directly to you!  

Eye Tests for Children 
Has your child had a recent eye examina�on?  The 

cost for eye exams for children under the age of 19 is 

s�ll covered by provincial health care.  It is especially 

important for the youngest of school aged children 

and their ability to learn to have their eyes checked to 

see if they need glasses.  Please contact your optome-

trist for more informa�on on this. 

Vaccine Clinic for  

Grade 7 & 8 Students 
Date: Friday Oct 9, 2015 

Students are asked to eat a healthy breakfast or a snack 

before the scheduled clinic �me. Students should also 

wear a t-shirt on that day.  

 



Attendance and Illness 

Students, unless ill, are required to be prepared for 

each day's classes, to have the materials needed, 

and to have assignments completed. Regular 

a=endance is necessary if a student is to experience 

success.  

However, if your child is ill, we 

urge you to make arrange-

ments for day care rather than 

sending your child to school 

when he/she is ill. Staying in-

doors during the breaks due to 

illness is not good for the child 

or the health of those around 

your child. 

Emergency and Illness 
 If a student becomes ill at school, the school secre-

tary or teacher will telephone home.  If an accident 

occurs which requires medical a=en�on for your 

child, we will a=empt to contact you at home or at 

your place of work. If we cannot make contact, we 

will use our discre�on in taking your child to the 

hospital or, if the injury is more serious in nature, 

we will call for an ambulance.  

CELL PHONES 
Cell phones have also become an issue at schools and 

public places.  We know that some families have provided 

cell phones for safety reasons for the trip to and from 

school.  However, once at school, cell phones must be 

turned off and must not be used as a communica�on de-

vice while here at school.  If there is an urgent reason for 

a child to contact home, then they can of course come to 

the office and we will make that call.  We thank you for 

your coopera�on in all of these ma=ers. 

Used Eyeglass Collection 

The charitable organiza�on called 

“Sleeping Children Around The 

World” is collec�ng prescrip�on eye-

glasses to distribute to those in need 

in Bangladesh. Any prescrip�on eye-

glasses will be accepted regardless of the style, size, 

shape, age or prescrip�on.  

It is easy to do. Just drop off the eyeglasses in the collec-

�on box located in the office at our school. Parents can 

even bring them in on Meet the Teacher Night. Our final 

collec�on day will be October 16 so they can be sent 

through to the organiza�on on �me. 

Popcorn Sales 

Good News! Popcorn sales will be 

con�nuing again this year.  Pop-

corn will be sold every Tuesday 

and Thursday in October begin-

ning October 6.  The cost is $2.00 

each.  

Popcorn sales are not posted 

online.  There will be a variety 

of flavours to chose from. The 

money raised in the sale of the 

popcorn will be donated to our 

Sierra Leone fundraising efforts.  

Hot Lunch / Milk Program 

Hot lunch days for October have been 

set.  If you have not already done so, 

check School Cash Online to order for 

your children.  The last day to order is 

October 5. The days for October are: 

Oct 15 - pizza 

Oct 22 - pita 

Oct 29 - pizza 

November dates will be  posted on School Cash Online 

some�me this month so stay tuned. 

 

Our milk program is all set to go.  Milk 

will be begin on October 6 for those who 

have purchased already. The next month 

of milk will be November 2 - November 

30 for  19 days.  Stayed tuned for more 

dates in the next newsle=er and on 

school cash online. 

School Council First Meeting 

 The first mee�ng is scheduled for 

Wed. Oct. 7, 2015 @ 6:30pm @ St. 

Basil School.  Contact the school if 

you’re interested in a nomina�on 

form for an execu�ve posi�on, or 

just join us to become a member and get involved! 

MISSED PICTURE/RETAKE 

DAY: OCTOBER 27, 2015 



REMINDER: FOOD ALLERGIES 
 

Your coopera�on is greatly appreciated once again in making our school a safe one for all of our students.  This is 

just a reminder that several of our students have severe and poten3ally life-threatening aller-

gies.  If your child shares a room with one of these children, then that food item is not per-

mi=ed in that room.  Children who bring the wrong kinds of food will have to eat elsewhere in 

the school.  We would also respec�ully request that peanuts, peanut bu�er, and foods which 

contain peanut products not be sent to school at all as even a residue from that food could 

cause a severe and deadly reac�on.  If your child has anaphylaxis and you have not yet made 

us aware of this, please contact us immediately. 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
Thank you, God, for everything -the big things and 

the small.  

For "every good gi' comes from God" - The Giver 

of them all!  

And all too o'en we accept without any thanks or 

praise  

The gi's God sends as blessings each day in many 

ways.  

And so at this Thanksgiving �me, we offer up a prayer  

To thank you, God, for giving us a lot more than our share. . .  

First, thank you for the li=le things that o'en come our way.  

The things we take for granted but don't men�on when we 

pray.  

The unexpected courtesy, the though%ul, 

kindly deed.  

A hand reached out to help us in the �me 

of sudden need. . .  

Oh, make us more aware, dear God, of 

li=le daily graces  

That come to us with sweet surprise from never-dreamed of 

places.  

Then, thank you for the miracles we are much too blind to see.  

And give us new awareness of our many gi's from Thee.  

And help us to remember that the key to life and living  

Is to make each prayer a prayer of thanks and every day 

Thanksgiving.  

May God richly bless your Thanksgiving Day!  

Nutrition Guidelines 

The Ministry of Educa�on has implemented new guidelines 

for schools in Ontario, so we have to be very selec�ve about 

the kinds of food that we provide at any school event. This 

also applies to the kind of food that, for example, a family 

might provide for their child’s 

class on a birthday.  We must s�ll 

follow those guidelines for that, 

so cookies, cupcakes, candies etc. 

cannot be served in the class-

room. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Physical educa�on requires students to take an ac�ve part in 

many physical situa�ons. To do this as safely as possible re-

quires proper dress. Running shoes and gym clothing (shorts/

track pants and T-shirts) are required.  A good strategy to al-

ways have clothes on hand is to leave a set of 

gym clothes at school for the week and then 

have your child bring them home to be cleaned 

on the weekend.  Please note that students will 

not be permi=ed to par�cipate unless they 

have proper footwear. If your child’s teacher 

requires that the students have a change of clothing, then they 

cannot par�cipate unless they have the change of clothing. 

Family Math Night 

Food·Fun·Family 
 

On Thursday October 22nd Parent 

Council will be hos�ng a Family 

Math Night from 5:30pm - 

7:30pm.  Come out and join in 

some fun games with your chil-

dren.  Get some ideas on what games are not only 

good family fun but also build solid math skills. 

Keep up to Date 
School events are constantly being 

added to our school calendar on 

the website.   

Go to h=p://

www.stbasilbran%ord.ca/events-

calendar 

to see all the events that are 

planned so far at St. Basil.   Check in frequently to stay 

up to date  and informed on all events taking place at 

St. Basil. 



First Holy Communion  

and Confirmation  
Mark your calendars! 

The ini�al informa�on ses-

sion for First Holy  

Communion is Thursday Oct 

22, 2015 at 7pm in the St. 

Basil parish hall.  

 

The ini�al informa�on session for  

Confirma�on is Thursday November 5, 

2015 at 7pm in the St. Basil parish hall. 

Sports Fan Day 
Let’s show some spirit for our Toronto Blue Jays and Hamilton  Tiger Cats teams.  On Friday 

October 9, 2015 dig out your Blue Jay t-shirt or Tiger-Cat t-shirt and wear it  

to school. Join in the spirit of suppor�ng these teams! Don’t have a t-shirt for one of those 

teams?  That’s ok, wear a t-shirt  to support your favourite sport team. 


